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Extract of a Letter to the Corresponding Secretary of the 
New-York Bible Society, dated New-Orleans, June 4, 
1816. 


Dear Sir, 

Tue first and last shipments of Bibles from your Society 
came safe to hand; those of the second shipment, in the Eliza*, 
were brought on here by a Mr. Thorn, froni New-Providence, 
by whom they had been purchased at the public sale at that 
place; and were generously offered to the Louisiana Bible 
Society, at the same price he had bought them, about 30 
cents a pieces The books were in good condition ; about 20 
had been sold to other persons at New-Providence. 

A particular and detailed account of the distribution of 
these Bibles, as well as the others that have been committed 
to me, you will find in the Report of the Louisiana Bible So- 
ciety, just published. 

The success which has attended the distribution of these 
Bibles, 1 consider as encouraging in a high degree: success, 
beyond the most sanguine expectations of all, has certainly 
attended our exertions thus far. The version of the Bible, 
and the want of the gaat fren were both objections which 
it was to be supposed, would be made by the people general- 
ly. Fortunately there are no great number of priests here, 
and the people are in no ways under subjettion to those they 
have among them. ‘The Rev. Pere Antoine, who has more 
influence here than al! the rest, has uniformly been favourable 
to the Bible Society. 1 do not mean to say that he has taken 
any active part in its favour: but he has never opposed it; he 
has always spoken in its favour; he has encouraged the dis- 
tribution of Bibles and Testaments ; he has pronounced the 
version to be correct in the main; he has distributed those 
Bibles and Testaments himself, which have been given to 
him (about 40 or 50,) for that purpose. 

The Nuns have not been willing to have the children 





* This vessel was cast away on the Bahama Banks, on her passage from 
this to New-Orleans, and the property saved sold at auction, to pay salvage. 
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under their care. read the Bible in the Convent. The 
parents of the children, however, have got Bibles for 
them, and some have been taken into the Convent. In con- 
versing with the mother superior, she informed me that she 
had no objections to the children reading it, if their parents 
gave it to them: but that they thimesives could not intro- 
duce it into the Convent, as it was a version which had not 
been sanctioned by their Church, or any of its officers. In 
the schools and private families throughout the city and 
coumry, the Bible and Testament have been read generally. 
Books are obtained here with difficulty, and are very dear. 
In many fomilies there is no other book than a Bible or 
New-Testament. Children receive their education, in a 
manner, from the Bible only. As it is given away, they. 
have been glad to obtain it, and have given it to their chil- 
dren ; and while one leaf of it remains legible, (one of the 
instructers says,) their parents will not purchase any other 
book. The coloured people particularly have manifested a 
great desire to obtain the Bible for the instruction of their 
children. As yet, scarcely a single copy of the Bible has 
been sold ; all have been gratuitously distributed: they have 
been offered at the book-store of Mr. Levy constantly, but I 
donot believe that he has sold.one. Some few, among the 

oorer class, have appeared much delighted with getting 
Bibles, and have declared they valued them more than hun- 
dreds of dollars. A considerable number of Protestants have 
been among the applicants; some who were residing here 
under the Spanish government. Some of these have told 
me that their Bibles had been taken away from them by 
order of the government, and burnt or concealed. 

The manner in which the Spanish New-Testaments have 
been received, has been eyen, more surprising than that of 
the French Bibles. All the Spaniards within the city, and 
near its neighbourhood, almost without an exception, have 
made application, and have appeared satisfied on receiving 
the New-Testament. I! received lately from the Havana, two 
or three letters from persons there, desiring to have New- 
Testaments: in which the writers have styled me the agent 
for the New-York Society for supplying the world with Bi- 
bles. This arose, probably, from their reading the title page 
of the New-York French Bibles, a few copies of which had 
got among them: for many of them read French. You 
will perceive by our Report, that most of the French Bibles 
have been distributed: there does not remain on hand, of 
all the supply with which our sister Societies have so gene- 
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rously supplied us, 300 copies; all of which will soon be 
distributed either in the city or country. 
With much esteem, believe me, 
Your obedient servant, 


ALFRED HENNEN. 


 s7+o— 
Report of the Directors of the East Tennessee Bible So- 
ciety, made al the annual meeting of the Society in Knoz- 
ville, on Wednesday, the 24th of April, 1816. 


Ir is with much regret that the Directors find themselves unable to present 
at this time any thing like an accurate description of the present state of the 
Society. This inability arises from the want of Reports from their agents, 
very few of whom have yet communicated to the Board the result of their 
exertions in behalf of the Society. From information which can be relied 
on, it is ascertained, that several of the agents from whom no communications 
have been received, have obtained a considerable number of subscribers to 
the constitution, and there is reason to believe that the whole number af 
members greatly exceeds the number of which the Board has yet been inform- 
ed. From the reports of the members of the board, and of a few agents ia 
the county of Blount, the only Reports which have been received, it appears, 
that the number of members of the Society is 139. From the report of the 
treasurer, it appears that he has received on account of the annual contribu- 
tion required from members of the Society, the sum of 104 dolls.; in dona- 
tions made to the Society 161 dolls.—of this last sum 156 dolls. have been 
received from a number of individuals in Liberty County, in the State of 
Georgia, transmitted by one of the Directors of the Society, making the 
whole amount received by the treasurer 265 dolis.—of this sum 16 dollars 
and 8 cents have been appropriated to the purchase of paper and books, and 
the payment of postage, leaving in the hands of the treasurer 248 dollars and 
92 cents, subject to future appropriation. Little more than three months 
have elapsed since the first formationfof this Society ; and although the Direc- 
tors lost no time in entering on the duties assigned them, yet from a variety 
of causes such delays have occurred in the appointment of agents, in trans- 
mitting to them notice of their appointment and in receiving their Reports, 
as to render it impracticable to ascertain with any degree of precision to what 
extent the Society will receive the aid of their fellow-citizens im the accom- 
plishment of their benevolent design. The novelty of the undertaking in this 
part of the country, and the want of information as to the success which haa 
attended the exertions of similar associations, will no doubt prevent that 
speedy and general co-operation of our fellow-citizens, which, under other 
circumstances, might be reasonably expected. When, however, the real na- 
ture and design of the Society shall be generally and correctly understood, 
the Directors flatter themselves that the citizens of East Tennessee, though 
amongst the last to enter on the good work which seems of late to have en- 
gaged the attention of the Christian world, will be found not less zealous _ 
their brethren, in efforts to promote the cause of true religion, of virtue, av 
of human happiness. From the best information received, there is reason to 
believe, that a co:siderable number of the citizens of East Tennessee are 
deplorably destitute of the means of religious instruction, without ministers, 
and remote from places where the ordinances of the Gospel are administered : 
it is only by the reading of the Scriptures, that they have an opportunity of 
learning the glad tidings of salvation. It is believed, that amongst those who 
are thus situated, five thousand copies of the Scriptures could be advanta- 
geouslv distributed. 

; While the Board lament their inability to supply the wants of their fellow- 
citizens in this quarter of the country, they are highly gratified in. being able 
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to state that almgst the whole Christian world appear to be engaged im efforts, 
hitherto unexampled, for the extension of the Redeemer’s Kingdom. 

It is with sincere pleasure that the Board of Directors acknowledge a do- 
nation by the Maine Bible Society of two hundred Bibles, and a donationby 
the Philadelphia Bible Society of fifty Bibles, and one hundred and fifty 
Testaments, at] of which are presented to this "Society for gratuitous distri- 
bution. The books have not yet been received, but have been sent to Balti- 
more, from whence they will be forwarded to this place. ‘These generous 
donations will enable the Directors to enter on the execution of the object of 
the Society at a much earlier period than the state of their funds would other- 
wise have permitted ; and they confidently hope, that in acting as the dispen- 
sers of the bounty of others, they will give such evidence of the utility ot 
this Institution, as will effectually remove the objections of those who are yet 
disposed to doubt of its salutary tendency. 


The following are the officers of the Society for the year 1816. 

Rev. Thomas H. Nelson, President; Thomas Emmerson, Cor. Secretary ; 
James Campbell, Ree. Secretary; James Park, Treasurer; General James 
White, Francis A. Ramsey, George McNutt, Thomas Humes, William 
Park, Archibald Rhea, Dr. Joseph C. Strong, Directors. 


~~ 4 Oo 


ECCLESIASTICAL PROCEEDINGS. 
(Continued from page 256.) 
GENERAL SYNOD OF THE REFORMED DUTCH CHURCH. 


The committee appointed on the communication from the trustees of 
Queen’s College submit to Synod the following Report : 

Your committee cannot but express their deep regret that the trustees of 
that Institution find themselves under the painfal necessity of declaring to 
this body, that in consequence of the exhausted state of the funds, they are 
no longer able to support the present establishment of professors and teachers 
in the College. * 

Finding no reason, however, to doubt the correctness of the statement of 
the funds, which the trustees have exhibited; and believing that it is not in 
the power of this Synod to afford them so mtich help as would enable them to 
continue the exercises of the Institution, your committee recommend to Synod 
that they accept the offer of the board of trustees, anid receive from them, 
for the accommodation of the theological college, established at New-Bruns- 
wick, the use of the college lot and buildings, subject to the exception and 
limitation expressed in the offer. 


1. The Report of the Superintendents of the Theological School. 


From this Report it appears, that five students have been received into the 
School during the last year, one of whom has been prevented from pursuing 
his studies by indisposition; that the whole number who have prosecuted 
their studies during the past year, is fourteen, five of whom have received 
professoral certificates, recommending them to Classis for examination and 
licensure, and nine still remain in the School; that an accession may be 
expected to their number; that Professor Livingston has continued his lec- 
tures on didactic theology; that Professor Schureman has entered upon the 
duties of his office ; that the examination of the students has been satisfactory 
and gratifying; and that the course of instruction pursued in the seminary, 
met their entire and decided approbation. 

The superintendents request advice, as to the time of admission into the 
seminary, and the time of examining the senior class for licensure. On this 
subject, the following resolution is recommended : Resolved, That the time for 
the examination of students for licensure, be on the last T uesday in May; 
and that all future applications for admission into the seminary, be made to 
the professors. 
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2. Dispensations. 

This object is very important, and intimately connected with the vital 
interests of our Theologicai Institution. There are many reasons, why we 
should be very cautious in granting them; and the time has come, when no 
more applications can consistently be received. 

With respect to the present applications, your committee have been led to 
make a favourable Report, and recommend the following resolutions: Resolv- 
ed, That the superintendents and professors be authorized to admit Albert 
Amerman and Matthias Bruen, Jun. to an examination, and, if found qualifi- 
ed, grant them the proper certificates. , 

Resolved, That William W. Phillips, Samuel Kissam, and Dillon C. Beebe, 
students in the Associate Reformed Seminary in New-York, and members of 
the Dutch Church, be admitted into the Theological School, bringing proper 
credentials, and, if found qualified, be examined and receive professoral cer- 
tificates after a year’s study. 


3. Finances of the Theologieal School. 


The following statement will exhibit their state, and show the necessity of 
their immediate augmentation. The funds are of the following kinds, and 
subject to the disposition of the General Synod, for the following purposes : 

1, General fund of the Theological School. 

Loaned at interest on bond and mortgage, $10,400.00 

Amount in the hands of trustees of Queen’s College, 2,772.57 





$13,172.57 


2. Donations and legacy of the late Rev. Elias Van 


Bunschooten, as far as ascertained, 17, 122.00 
3. Legacy of the late Miss Rebecca Knox, of Phi- 

ladelphia, 2,000.00 
4. 921,%3; acres of land in the State of New-York, ee 

given by Philip 8. Van Rensselaer, Marinus Wil- 32,294.57 


lett and his wife, and Rensselaer Westerlo; but 
the value of which is not ascertained. 
3. Monies subscribed and collected under the acts 


and by the agents of General Synod, in 1815. 5,061.27 
Subscribed, but not collected, about 9,000.00 
6. Collections in the Churches, in the hands of the 

special Treasurer, 805.54 
Income of the funds, 1,228.50 


There will be due to the professors for salary, in Oct. next, dls.4,073 13 1-2. 

From these statements it appears, that all the permanent funds of the In- 
stitution, besides tive jands which have been given, amount to dolls. 32,294.57 ; 
and the present income arising from them, amounts to dolls. 1,228.50; of 
which dolls. 728 is directly applicable to professors’ salaries, and the sum of 
dolls. 500.50 disposable, according to the directions given by the late Elias 
Van Bunschooten; and there remains at the disposal of General Synod, in 
ihe hands of the special Treasurer, dolls. 5,866.81. This sum is to be dispos- 
ed of, according to the acts under which it has been collected. 

It is evident that the Church at large, will be obliged to make a strong and 
unanimous effort to raise money to be applied immediately to meet the current 
expenses of the Theological Institution, and a similar effort to increase the 
permanent funds, that it may not hereafter be necessary to call upon the 
Churches annually, to meet the ordinary and current expenses of the Theolo- 
gical School. 

aa with these statements, the following resolutions are recommend- 
€¢d = 

1. Resolved, That in order to meet the expenses of the Theological School, 
the committees appointed in 1815, to solicit subscriptions, be continued, and 
proceed immediately to fulfil the object of their appointment. 
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2. That the committee of the Classis of New-York, receive the thanke 
of General Synod, for their prompt and persevering efforts, and be earnestly 
requested to continue their Jabours. 

3. That the collections, ordered to be taken in the Churches, be attended 
to in all the Churches, according to a former order of General Synod. 

4. That it be recommended to the ministers and congregations, under the 
jurisdiction of this Synod, to attempt the formation of female, and other cent 


societies; and that such societies be permitted to designate the particular 
object to which their contributions shall be applied. 


5. That the arrearages of the professors’ salaries be immediately paid 


dut of any monies under the control of the General Synod. 
6. That, since Professor Schureman will probably receive no further emo- 
lument from the trustees of Queen’s College after the next commencement, 


his salary hereafter be 1200 dolls. and the use of that part of the college 
edifice which he now occupies. 


The importance and necessity of making a great and general effort to in- 
crease the present means of permanent funds of the Institution, are too mani- 
fest to need further illustration. In order to meet the expenses of the next 
year, a considerable sum must be provided: and if they neither are, nor can 
be, our Theological School must die. The salaries which have been given 
to the professors, have been a very inadequate support, and we ought to make 
such efforts, as will very soon enable us to make their situations easy and 
comfortable. That the Reformed Dutch Church is capable of making such 
efforts, and can provide abundant means, ought not to be doubted. This In- 
stitution is the fountain, from which the streams must issue which shall glad- 
den our Churches, by pouring into them the pure doctrines of the word of 
God, and establish in them purity of practice. Let the whole Church be 
told of these things; let all her children be aroused to action; let one grand 
and united effort be made, and the most happy resuits may be expected. 
Let us be true to the Gospel we profess, and the advantages which we enjoy ; 


and our Seminaries shal! flourish, and our Churches be abundantly watered 
and fertilized. 


4 


Extracts from the minutes of the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church, in the United States of America: 
convened in May, 1816. 


THE committee appointed to consider whether the Mis- 
sionary business cannot be carried on with more efficacy 
and to greater extent, reported; and their*Report being 
amended was adopted, and is as follows: viz. 

The committee rejoice in the prospect of a competent 
supply of the word of God, to the poor and destitute in our 
country, by means of Bible Societies. The numbers and 
resources of these institutions are every day increasing ; so 
that, at no very remote period, it is hoped, that the Sun of 
revelation will shine on every dark corner of our land, and 
irradiate every dwelling, however obscure. The committee, 
however, instead of regarding this as a reason for relaxing 
missionary efforts, are persuaded that its proper effect is to 
infuse new life and vigour into the missionary cause. In 
proportion as the word of God is known and appreciated, 
will the preachers of the word in its simplicity and purity be 
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effectual: in proportion as the Bible is diffused, will mission- 
aries be successful in organizing Churches. 

That there is a wide extent of country, destitute of the or- 
dinary means of grace, is too well known to be mentioned in 
this place ; the present demand for missionary labours, very 
far exceeds the ability of supply ; and the population of the 
country is increasing with such rapidity, that, were every 
place now vacant completely supplied with the regular minis- 
trations of the Gospel, after the lapse of a year there 
would probably be in the nation, four hundred thousand souls 
requiring the labours of a competent number of religious 
instructers. When, then, there are such multitudes at this 
moment, who rarely, if ever, hear the Gospel preached, and 
such mighty additions are made every year to our numbers ; 
when, too, great multitudes, sensible of their wants, are ad- 
dressing their importunate cries to us for missionaries, the 
cry for help of souls ready to perish; it appears to your 
committee that God and our brethren require of us much 
more than we have heretofore rendered. We are longing 
and praying for the coming of the day of glory ; and per- 
—— many of us hope to see it. But we have no right to cal- 
culate on miraculous interpositions ; and without a miracle, 
century after century, must elapse before the earth can be 
filled with the knowledge of God. All that the Christian 
world is now doing with united effort, if continued without 
intermission for one thousand years, would barely serve to 
fill the world with Bibles and missionaries. Yet we are not 
to despair. God, in his adorable providence, seems to have 
changed, in these latter times, the scale on which he had for 
ages conducted the affairs of his government. Changes 
which formerly were the work of years, are now produced 
ina day. Magnificent and astonishing events have passed 
so often before the eyes of men of the present age, that 
their minds, have acquired a tone and vigour which prompt 
them to undertake ail accomplish great things. We, our- 
selves, witness every day the wonderful effects of combined 
counsels and exertions, both in the moral and political world. 

From the lessons taught us by experience, your committee 
have no doubt but that in the Presbyterian Church in the 

Jnited States, there needs only union of purpose and effort 

to accomplish all the plans which have been proposed,. and 

even to go far beyond the expectations anid: hopes of the 

most sanguine. And this especially, as so powerful an im- 

pulse has been given to the Christian community ; and the 

mmpression is so deep and universal, that it becomes us all 
P 2 





164 THE CHRISTIAN HERALD. 


who love the Lord Jesus Christ, to exert: ourselves for the 
promotion of his glory and the extension of his kingdom. - 

For the purpose of enlarging the sphere of our missionary 
operations then, and infusing new vigour into the cause, your 
committee would respectfully recommend a change of the 
style, and enlargment of the powers, of the Standing Com- 
mittee of Missions. If, instead of continuing to this body, 
the character of a Committee bound in all cases to act ac- 
cording to the instructions of the General Assembly, and 
under the necessity of receiving its sanction to give validity 
to all the measures which it may propose, the Committee of 
Missions were erected into a Board, with full powers to 
transact all the business of the Missionary cause, only re- 
quiring the Board to report annually to the General Assem- 
bly ; it would then be able to carry on the Missionary busi- 
ness with all the vigour and unity of design that would be 
found in a Society originated for that purpose ; and, at the 
same time, would enjoy all the benefit that the counsel and 
advice of the General Assembly could afford. 

With these views of the subject, it is respectfully recom- 
mended : | 

1. That the style of the Committee be changed for that 
of “ The Board of Missions, acting under the authority of 
the Gencral Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States.” 

2. That the Board of Missions be enlarged by the addi- 
tion of the Rey. Jahn B. Romeyn, D. D. Samuel Miller, D. D. 
Messrs. Samuel Bayard, Robert Ralston, Robert Lenox, 
John R. B. Rodgers, John E. Caldwell, Divie Bethune, and 
Zechariah Lewis. 

3. That, in addition to the powers already granted to the 
Committee of Missions, the Board of Missions be authorized 
to appoint Missionaries whenever they may deem it proper ; 
to make such advances to Missionaries as may be judged ne- 
cessary 3 and to pay balances due to Missionaries who have 
fulfilled their missions, whenever, in their judgment, the par- 
ticular circumstances of the Missionaries may require it. 

4. That the Board be authorized and directed to take 
measures for establishing throughout our Churches, Auxilia- 
ry Missionary Societies ; and that the General Assembly re- 
commend to their people, the establishment of such Socie- 
ties, to aid the funds, and extend the operations of the Board. 

5. That the members of the Board of Missions, be annu- 
ally chosen by the Assembly; and that they continue in 
aflice until the rising of the next General Assembly, when, ' 
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they are to be succeeded by the persons chosen for the cur- 
rent year. 

The Committee further report, that while deliberating on 
the subject referred to them, they at first thought it would be 
expedient for this Assembly to present to the consideration 
of their Churches the importance of Foreign Missions, and to 
direct the Board to take measures for commencing and car- 
rying on such missions; but, on mature reflection, they are 
inclined to believe, that the union of Foreign with Domestic 
Missions would produce too great complexity in the affairs 
of the Board, and render the pressure of business too severe 
and burdensome. And this consideration is strengthened by 
the belief which they indulge, that a new Society for con- 
ducting Foreign Missions might be formed, composed not 
only of members belonging to our Churches, but also of 
members belonging to the Reformed Dutch Church, to the 
Associate Reformed Church, and other Churches which have 
adopted the same creed. Such a Society is highly desira- 
ble; and were it organized on an extensive plan, so as to 
call forth the combined energies and charity of all these 
sister Churches, it would be productive of beneficial conse- 
quences, both at home and abroad, to ourselves as well as 
to the heathen. 

Resolved, That the Rev. John B. Romeyn, D. D. Archi- 
bald Alexander, D. D. Edward Griffin, D. D. William Neill, 
D. D. and James Richards, D, D. and Messrs. Divie Be- 
thune and Zechariah Lewis, be a committee to correspond 
with the Dutch, and Associate Reformed, Churches, and 
other Churches holding the same creed; and endeavour to 
ascertain whether the members of those Churches will unite 
with those of the Presbyterian Church in the United States, 
in the formation of a Society for Foreign Missions; and if 
possible, report to the next General Assembly a plan of a 
Society to be established for this purpose. 


{THE General Synod of the Reformed Dutch Church, at their Sessions in 
June last, appointed the Rev. Jacob Sickles, Dr. P. Milledoler, John Schure- 
man, Wilhelmus Eltinge, and Dr. Solomon Freligh; and the elders, Mr. 
Henry Rutgers, and Mr. Stephen Van Rensselaer, commissioners, to meet 
those appointed by the General Assembly, for the above mentioned purpose. } 


-S+o— 


The Board of Missions, chosen and appointed by the General Assembly 
for the ensuing year, are: viz. 

Of Philadelphia and its vicinity, Rev. Drs. Green, Alexander, Wilson, 
Janeway, and Miller; Rev. Messrs. Pott, ard Skinner, and Messrs. Boudinot, 
Hazard, Connclly, Haslet, Smith, Ral:ton, and Bayard. Of New-York, 
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Rev. Dr. Romeyn, Messrs. Lenox, Rodgers, Bethune, Caldwell, and Lewis. 
Of the Synod of Geneva, Rev. David Higgins. Of the Synod of Albany, 
Rev. Jonas Coe. Of the Synod of New-York and New-Jersey, James 
Richards, D. D. Of the Synod of Philadelphia, Rev. Robert Cathcart. Of 
the Synod of Pittsburgh, Rev. Elisha Macurdy. Of the Synod of Virginia, 
Rev. John H. Rice. Of the Synod of Kentucky, Rev. James Blythe, D. D. 
Of the Synod of Ohio, Rev. Robert G. Wilson. Of the Synod of North 


Carolina, Rev. James Hall, D. D. Ofahe Synod of South Carolina and 
Georgia, Rev. Andrew Flinn, D. D. 


. Sto 

The Committee to which was referred the Overture from 
the Synod of New-York and New-Jersey, on forming classes 
of young people, for studying and reciting the Bible, report- 
ed ; and their Report being read and amended, was adopted, 
and is as follows: viz.— 

That they consider this subject of great importance, and 
deserving the attention. and earnest recommendation of the 
Assembly: therefore, 

Resolved, 1. That it be recommended, and it hereby is 
recommended earnestly, to the ministers and sessions, which 
are in Connexion with the General Assembly, to pay a spe- 
cial attention to this subject, and provide, without delay, for 
the stated instruction of the children and youth in the sacred 
Scriptures, within their respective congregations. 

II. That, although the particular manner of instruction 
and recitation in the congregations, ought to be left to the dis- 
cretion of their ministers and sessions respectively, yet, as 
some degree of uniformity is desirable in a business of so 
much magnitude, it is recommended, as the most effectual 
means of promoting the knowledge of the Holy Scriptures, 
that, in all our Churches, classes be formed of the youth to 
recite the Scriptures in regular order ; that the recitations, if 
convenient, be as often as once a week, and from two to five 
chapters appointed for each recitation; that the youth may 
be examined on: 

1. The history of the world, but more especially of the 
Church of God, and of the heathen nations who were God’s 
agents in accomplishing his purposes towards his Church. 

2. Persons noted for their piety or ungodliness, and the 
effects of their example in promoting or injuring the best 
interests of mankind. 

3. Doctrines and precepts, or “ what man is to believe 
concerning God, and what duty God requires of man.” 

4. Positive ordinances, or the directions which God has 
given as to the way in which he is to be worshipped accept- 
ably. 

5. The particular features of character of which the Spi- 
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vit of God has given notice, both in wicked and good per- 
sons ; in the last, particularly regarding those who were types 
of Christ, and in what the typical resemblance consisted. 

6. The gradual increase, from time to time, of information 
concerning the doctrines contained in the Scriptures ; noting 
the admirable adaptation of every new revelation of doctrine 
to the increased maturity of the Church. The nature of 
God’s law; its immutability, as constituting an everlasting 
rule of right and wrong; the full and perfect illustration of 
its precepts given by Christ. 

7. The change which God has made from time to time in 
the positive ordinances, together with the reasons oi that 
change. The diflerence between the moral law and those 
laws which are positive. 

8. The illustration of the divine perfections in the histo- 
ry, biography, doctrines and precepts, together with the po- 
sitive ordinances of the Scriptures. 

9. The practical lessons to regulate our conduct in the va- 
rious relations of life. 

On all these particulars the meaning of the words used in 
Scripture must be ascertained, that thus we may understand 
what we read. 

Resolved, Hl. That the Presbyteries, under the care of 
the Assembly, be directed to take order on this subject; and 
they are hereby imformed, that this is not to come in the 
place of learning the Catechisms of our Church, but be add- 
ed to it, as an inportant branch of religious education. 


—3O ec 


Report of the Society for the support of the Gospel among 
the poor, in the city of New-York. 

Since the publication of your last Report, the sound of the Gospel has 
continued to cheer the abodes of wretchedness; and there is reason to hope 
xt has been blest to many fainting souls. Besides the time devoted to prayer 
with the sick, it has pleased Ged to enable your stated preacher to deliver 
three hundred and one discourses, from the first of January to the Ist of 
November. 

Did you behold the languid, yet anxious, eye of a dying man, fixed on the: 
herald of the cross, expounding to him salvation by the blood of Jesus, your 
exertions would be well repaid. 

He had been sent to the Hospital, lingered through a painful disease, with- 
out strength to reach the sanctuary of God, when, behold, the messenger 
whom you had chosen, came and preached peace to them that are afar off, in 
the name of the Lord. 

in the Alms-House, that public receptacle of the poor, where the needy aré 
too often forgotten by their friends, where no man cared for their souls, your 
care has provided a friend to counsel them, to buy of the Redeemer, without 
money and without price, gold tried in the fire, that they may be rich; whit¢ 


raiment, that they may be clothed; and to anoint their eyes with eye-salve, 
that they may see. 
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In the State Prison, within the walls which debar the criminals from society, 
and the enjoyments of life, you have caused his gracious character to be an- 
nounced, whom the Lord God had commissioned from on high, and anointed 
by his Spirit to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the cap- 
tives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound. 

In the Debtor’s Prison, where a fellow-servant may seize another, and say, 
** Pay me that thou owest,” the Gospel, by your instrumentality, declares to 
the soul, bowed down under a sense of its heavy debt to the Divine Law, the 
mercy of that Lord who, moved with compassion, freely forgives the debt to 
the repenting and praying sinner. And even in the Bridewell, that most de- 
graded of all prisons, the cry hath been made, ‘* Turn ye, turn ye, for why 
will ye die?” ‘ Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man 
his thoughts, and let him return unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon 
him ; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.” 

This work is of the Lord: it is he who has raised up this Institution, and 
provided a suitable minister. Every Christian heart and hand must co- 
operate with you. The Spirit of Jesus will not permit his disciples to hear 
the tale of human misery, shut up from the mercies of the sanctuary, with~ 
out prompting them to afford relief. 

By contributing to such an Institution, every feeling mind will, in its mea- 
sure, enjoy the luxury of visiting with mercy the abodes of the wretched. 
Your funds are low, as will be manifest by the Treasurer’s account, which is 
annexed ; but He who led you to the work, will support you through it; nay, 
what is more animating still, let us dwell with rich delight, and humble faith, 
on his own promise for spiritual blessings to accompany his word. ‘ For as 
the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, 
but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, so shall my word 
be, that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but 
it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing 
whereto I sent it.” ‘* Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir-tree, and 
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle-tree; and it shall be to the 
Lord for a name, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.” 

New-York, November, 1815. 

Officers for the ensuing year. 

Divie Bethune, President; John D. Keese, Secretary; Isaac Heyer, T'rea- 
surer. 

Other Trustees. 

Leonard Bleecker, Jesse Baldwin, John E. Caldwell, Richard Duryee, 
Henry Rankin, Joel Post. 

Stated Preacher. 
The Rev. John Stanford, A. M. 


sft 
RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE, 


Mite Societies in Newark. 


THE second quarterly circular of the Prudential Committee of the Ameri- 
can Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, was read by the Rev. Dr. 
Richards, to his congregation on the first Sabbath in June; in consequence ot 
the information therein contained, and the appeal to Christian benevolence 
therein made, two Societies were immediately formed in the town of Newark, 
whose object is to raise funds for the education of heathen children in Indta : 
A “ Miter, and a FemAue, Mire Society.” The latter, which was first 
set on foot, consists of about 220 members, embracing children and youth o} 
every age, who contribute from half a cent to a cent a week, as their circum- 
stances will allow. In the former, about 100 members, like the other, from 
infancy to maturer years, have already associated. Both of these Societies 
are flatteringly increasing in numbers; and persons of more advanced age, 
are contributing to their funds. 
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From these small droppings, some hundreds of dollars will be collected 
every year in this town, which will be sufficient to educate, and instruct in 
the knowledge of the Scriptures at least a hundred heathen children, who for 
want of this instruction, are growing up in the destructive ignorance, and 
horrid idolatry of their fathers. 

Nothing could be more gratifying to Christian feeling, than to behold pa- 
rents leading forward their offspring to become subscribers in these Societies, 
and to have their little names enrolled among the benefactors of the heathen. 

To aid the funds of these institutions, important and very liberal donations 
have already been made, and every hope given that they will receive an ex- 
tended and permanent patronage. 

In the hope of inducing the young and the old in other places, which the 
knowledge of these facts shall reach, to follow an example so beautiful, so 
laudable, and so interesting, the following extracts from the Circular are 
presented, as also a copy of the Constitution of one of the Mite Societies. 


Excited by emotions of sympathy and sorrow for the poor heathen; Sir 
Hundred Millions of whom are groping their cheerless way in the midnight 
darkness of ignorance and superstition, and through the most horrid and dis- 
gusting idolatry, are hourly sinking into the pit of never ending despair,—the 
subscribers have associated to cast their mite into the treasury of God, with 
a view to contribute in some degree towards rescuing the childrcn in heathen 
Jands from imbibing the fatal delusion of their fathers, and for this object 
have subscribed the following 

CONSTITUTION. 

Art. I. This Society shall be called the ‘ Mite Society for the edueation of 
Heathen Children in India,’ to which object its funds shall be exclusively 
applied. 

Il. ‘The payment of from one to three cents per week, at the option of the 
subscriber, shall constitute any person a member. 

Ill. The officers of the Society shall consist of a President, Secretary, 
Treasurer, and seven Directors, who shall be chosen annually : and who, to- 
gether, or any three of them, shall constitute a Board to conduct the business 
of the Society. 

IV. The Society shal] hold its annual meetings on the last Monday in June ; 
and special meetings of the Board or Society may be at any time convened 
by the President. 

V. This Constitution may be altered or amended by a majority of mem- 
bers present at any annual meeting. 

Newark, June 3, 1816. 


Extracts from the Quarterly Circular of the Prudential 


Committee. 

After these general observations, we wish to draw your attention, at this 
time, more particularly, to one of the ‘‘ various methods of advancing the cause 
of Christ,” on which our Missionaries, in the paper above referred to, have 
offered their ‘ thoughts :? viz. that of educating heathen children and youth. 

When considering the general subject of education, our Missionaries first 
contempiate a School to be attached to the mission for the instruction of va- 
rious Classes of children in English. Such a School they have already com- 
menced at Bombay, for which they think many children, some entirely, and 
others partly, of European extraction, may be obtained. 

** Anoiher mode of schooling,” they say, ‘ is that of Native Free Schools, 
in which native instructers are employed to teach the children to read and 
write their own language. The advantages of this plan in relation to Chris- 
tian knowledge are principally the two following: First; It would prepare 
the children, who otherwise would, in general, be unprepared to read the 
Scriptures when given to them in their own language. Secondly; As they 
would have no objection to the Scriptures or religious Tracts, as School 
Books, by an early and familiar use of such books, their dark minds would 
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be insensibly enlightened, and their heathen notions and prejudices so weaken- 
ed and undermined, as to render their conversion mre hopelul than that of any 
other class of heathens. In this way the heathen themselves might be made 
the instruments of pulling down their own religion, and of erecting on its 
ruins the standard of the cross. This plan of schvoling has been adopted by 
the Danish Mission at Tranquebar; and the late Dr. John has given a most 
interesting and encouraging account of its success, in his publication on the 
civilization of India. The whole expense of a School, which should con- 
tain fifty children, might probably, on an average, be brought within the small 
compass of twelve dollars a month :—a trifle indeed when compared with the 
good which it would produce. 

Our Missionaries mention still another mode of instruction, and that is, 

“ Taking children to bring up as Christians.” ‘* The success,” they say, 
** which has attended the measure in the African Missions, and in the Danish 
ilission at Tranquebar, is peculiarly encouraging. It has been the means, 
‘under God, of furnishing the latter with a considerable number of able 
preachers, and many hopeful Christians.” 

We have chosen to let the Missionaries speak in their own manner upon 
this subject, as we are earnestly desirous that a deep, and lasting, and effica- 
cious impression should be made onevery mind. On the same subject, the 
venerable Dr. John, the late Lutheran Missionary at Tranquebar, who had 
jaboured more than forty years in the service, has made some most valuable 
and interesting communications. In his Report on tne Civilization of India, 
to which our Missionaries in the above extracts refer, after mentioning ac- 
counts which he had read of the Free Schools established in England, on the 
plans of the Rey. Dr, Bell and Mr. Joseph Lancaster; of the high patronage 
which they had received; and tne great success which had attended them, 
Dr. John says, ‘* How great have been the emotions of my heart in viewing 
these Reports! and how ardent have beea my wishes, that our pour native 
youth in India might be kindly remembered by such advocates, and that Free 
schools might be established here by the concurrence of these leading bene- 
factors! The cries and earnest entreaties of poor neglected children and 
their parents, put forth the most powerful pleas for succours and provisions of 
this nature. As a daily witness of this pressing want, I have been frequently 
requested by parents and children, with tears in their eyes, to receive them 
into my private Institution, which I have done, mingling my tears with 
iheirs.”? 

So deeply was the mind of this excellent man impressed with the impor- 
tance of Free Schools for the instruction of heathen children, that about ten 
years ago, he ** resolved to make a voyage of two or three years to England, 
Denmark, and Germany, chiefly for the purpose of tendering in person his 
proposals for this object.” 

After various disappointments respecting the patronage and means which 
xe thought it important to obtain, he at length resolved to do what he could 
with the means in his own power. ‘I made silently,” says he, ** a smali 
beginning with the children, who im; lored and cried for reception, and could 
not be received into the Orphan School, in town. I opened a School in the 
nearest village, in which about ten Protestant children of the lower ciass were 
instructed, and enlarged it for the benefit of Roman Catholics and heathens ; 
the number of which soon increased to eighty, who were taught reading, writ- 
ing, and cyphering, by an able school-master and two ushers. Seeing the 
rapid increase of requests from poor parents of all casts, I established another 
School at Bethlehem, of Svotra children, which was soon frequented by about 
ifty. There an honest and moral heathen offered to keep a schoo] accord- 
ing to my regulations. I accepted his offer: and the school was soon fre- 
quented by sixty children; and a Christian usher was added to teach 
children the principles of the Christian religion.” Thus he proceeded until 
in about two yéars he had twenty schools in different parts of the country, 
ina flourishing state. “ Even the heathen children,” says he, “ learn select 
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psalms and lessons of Sirach, and parts of the New-Testament, with such 
pleasure, that their parents and relations often express their great approba- 
tion, and acknowledge that their children grow in these schools wiser than the 

themselves; and are surprised at their changed conduct, so different from 
their former, especially regarding the duties of children to their parents, 
superiors, and magistrates, which they hear are from God, and not human 
ordinances oniy. In short, a good number have already gone out of the 
schools, who have learned so much reading in Tamul and English, and so 
much useful knowledge, as they no where could have obtained, if they had 
not been instructed in these Free Schools ; and have lessened among the hea- 
then the prejudices against the Holy Scriptures and the Christian religion.” 

Such, then, is the deplorable condition of heathen children ; such the suc- 
eess of a short experiment, made by the exertions of one man for their edu- 
cation; and such the comparatively small expense, at which schools for their 
benefit may be supported. ‘‘ The whole expense,” say our Missionaries, 
“ of a school which should contain fifty children, might probably, on an ave- 
rage, be brought within the smal] compass of twelve dollars a month ;” which 
is about three dollars a year for each child. According to this estimate, (and 
it should seem that the average expense of Dr. John’s schools fell even short 
of this,) the money expended by the people of the United States, for ardent 
spirits, would support schools sufficient in number for the instruction of more 
than ten millions of poor heathen children, who are in danger of perishing 
for lack of knowledge. 

We have therefore seen fit to institute 4 Fund for the purpose especially 
of Educating Heathen Children and Youth. This measure will meet the 
approbation, we cannot doubt, of all the friends of Missions; and we would 
hope, of many also who have demurred as to the expediency of sending Mie- 
sionaries to the heathen. 

We most respectfully and affectionately request the attention of our friends 
of the various Auxiliary Societies to this object, and solicit their zealous 
endeavours for its advancement. 

With affectionate and respectful salutations, we are your servants jn tlie 
Gospel of our common salvation, 

In behalf of the Prudential Committee, 
Boston, March 1, 1816. S. WORCESTER, Clerk. 


P. S. Those persons, who make donations and contributions for the spe- 
cific object here recommended, need write these words oniy, For the Schoat 
Fund; and the money thus appropriated will be exclusively applied to the 
education of heathen children and youth, with a particular view to the diffi 
sion of the Gospel. 


——+o- 


NEW BIBLE SOCIETIFS. 

A Bible Society was formed for Oxrorp County, Maine, on the 29th 
May last. It is auxiliary to the Bible Society of Maine. The officers for 
the first year, are, 

®ev. James Hooper, President; Hon. Daniel Stowell, Vice-President ; 
Mr. Cyrus Humlin, T'reasurer; Rev. Allen Greeley, Cor. Secretary; Mr. 
samuel F. Brown, Rec. Secretary. 

Direetors. Hon. Luther Cary, Esq. Rev. Noah Creasey, Rev. Lincul 
Ripley. 

— 2 

On the 24th ult. a number of citizens of Buck’s Ceynty, (Pa.) assembled 
at Bristol for the purpose of forming a Bible Society. The Rey Pr. Jane- 
way, from the Philadelphia Bible Society, being present by invitation, ad- 
dressed the meeting on the advantages resulting from Bible Institutions, and 
‘he propriety of the formation of one in Buck’s County. It was then deter-. 
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mined that a Society be formed for the purpose of promoting the distribution 
of the Sacred ,Scriptures, to be denominatsd, ‘* THF BisLE Society or 
Bucx’s County, Aucriliary to the Bible Society of Philadelphia,” and man- 
agers were chosen, who met at Newtown on the 2d inst. and elected the fol- 
lowing principal officers : 

Rev. Robert B. Bellville, President ; Rev. Silas Hough, 1st Vice-President ; 
Rev. Richard D. Kall, 2d Vice-President ; Rev. Jacob Larzalere, Secretary ; 
Mr. William Mearns, Treasurer. 

——91 ao 


Extract of a Letter to the Editor of the Christian Herald, 
dated, ’ 
Elizabeth Town, July 15, 1816. 
DEAR Str, 

I have the pleasure to inform you that three Buble Societies, auxiliary to 
the American Bible Society, have lately been formed in this town. 

Ist. The Exizanetn Town AvxintAry Brs_e Society; formed July 
8, 1816. Terms, one dollar a year, in advance; life subscribers, twenty 
dollars. After supplying our own town and vicinity, all the surplus funds are 
to be paid into the treasury of the American Bible Society. The number of 
members is about 70. ; 

Officers. Aaroa Ogden, Esq. President; Rev. Thomas Morrell, 1st Vice- 
President ; Jeremiah Ballard, Esq. 2d Vice-President ; Rev. John McDowell, 
Corresponding Secretary ; George C. Barber, Esq. Recording Secretary ; Mr. 
David Meeker, T'reasurer. 

Other managers. Mr. Benjamin Smith, Mr. Geofge Robertson, Mr. Edward 
Griffith, Mr. Benjamin Winans, Mr. Abner Chandler, Mr. David Megie, Mr. 
Daniel Dod, Mr. Thomas Baylston, Mr. Caleb O. Halsted. 

2d. ExvizABETH Town FEMALE AUXILIARY BiniB_E Society; formed 
July 8, 1816. Terms, fifty cents a year, in advance; life subscribers ten 
dollars. After supplying the destitute in the town and vicinity, all the surplus 
funds to be paid into the treasury of the American Bible Society. Number 
of members now, about 90. 

Officers. Mrs. Susan U. Niemcewicz, 1st Directress ; Mrs. T. Morrell, 2¢ 
Directress; Mrs. W. Shute, 3d Directress; Mrs. G. C. Barber, Correspond- 
ing Secretary; Miss Julia Gorham, Recording Secretary; Mrs. D. Meeker, 
Treasurer. 

Other managers. Mrs. J. McDowell, Mrs. C. Halsted, Mrs. E. Griffith, 
Mrs. N. Tunis, Mrs. J. Wilbur, Mrs. D. Megie, Mrs. L. Tooker, Miss Eliza- 
beth Herring, Miss Maria Chandler. 

3d. ExizanetnH Town JuvENILE FEMALE AUXILIARY Breck Sociery, 
consisting chiefly of Misses under 12 years of age; formed July 6, 1816 
Terms, twenty-five cents a year, in advance ; life subscribers, three dollars. 
Funds to be all paid into the treasury of the American Bible Society. Num- 
ber of members now, about 50. 

Officers. Miss Elizabeth Halsey, 1st Directress; Miss Rachel Wilbur, 2d 
Direciress ; Miss Sarah Leary, Secretary; Miss Caroline B. Dayton, T'rea- 


surer. 
Other managers. Miss Mary Crane, Miss Jane Williams, Miss Fliza Moores. 
Miss Ann Wilson, Miss Mary Mills, Miss Mary Meeker. 
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